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Dse of Metered Parking Space by Government Cars 


STAT 


1. The question has been raised regarding the 
propriety of paring for metered parking space when cars 
bearing Government tags are used. 

. . **• Comptroller General has indicated in two 

opinions that payment for the use of metered spaces for 

nHST? ° arS n0t b8 all0W9d as lon g as there is 

no statutory provision or judicial decision permitting it. 

could not P h G9n ’ ^ TOS h9ld that a PP r °P ria te monies 

could not bo considered available for the purchase of 

serv ce cards for the parking of Government vehicles in 
20ne i* lieu of payment of parking fee rates. 

This was so notwithstanding the fact that the charge for 
the cards was normal and the fee covered the cost of ins- 
pection, installation, operation, control, etc. of the 
parking area and meters. The question arose when the 

I: t ri n L Admini8tratl ° n indicated their need to park 
thl " a ^tered zone for the convenience of dj 
» bd9d 1 b ® 10f i° lar ies obtaining prosthetic appliances. 

he Comptroller decided that it was not necessary to deter- 
nlne wbethsr t] ™° h&r Z e a tar or a fee incidental to 

I 01 !® ° f th ® polic ® P OTOr * His opinion was based 
on the fundamental freedom of the Federal Government from 
interference by a State or Municipality, and he specifically 

Tn’h 1 ! d atte J tio f 1 to the opinion of Mr. Justice Holmes in 
Johnson v. Maryland, 254 U.S. 51, in which it ms stated 

that the subjection of agents of the Federal Government 
to local law may properly be extended to general rules that 

^5 in ® identa JJy aff8ct thQ ®ode of carrying out the employ. 

nt * J nf orenti all y, the Comptroller indicated that th 9 P 
dd ®^ if J 9at f 0n of the ca r as a Govemmant-ovmed vehicle 
would obviate any liability for payment of the parking fee. 

£ » WXS approved amplified in 26 Comp. Gen. 397 

1 a situa tion where meters were removed and the restricted 

rSnt9d / r9ffi th9 Cit ^ A ^in, he emphasized the 
fact that payment of the rent was not authorized in the 
absence of a court dec i s i on o r a statutory provision. 

>blem does not appear to have 
iave been questioned - in 
[ueried in Washington. In the 
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case of the Array, thefee is paid when necessary by the 
person to whom the car is assigned. This is also true 
in the Corps of Engineers . The Treasury Department 
obtains polios permits for everyone using cars within 
restricted or metered areas, and the Department of 
Interior is completely unaware of any difficulty. 

4, Unfortunately, there does not appear to have 
boon any instance in which a Government car was left 
in an unpaid metered space and notice of traffic in- 
fraction served by the local police, Ihen this happens, 
we shall probably have the clearest presentation of the 
issue. 
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